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Background/rationale

Idea of transforming

peripherality, new ’gaze’ on 

(northern) peripheries

Resulted from two separate, 

yet partially overlapping 

societal transformations: 

firstly, a rapid change in 

geopolitical landscape and 

secondly, and emphasis on 

green transition.

Has the map turned upside 

down? 
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Aims

‒ To discuss the transforming core-periphery interplay and new 

approaches on peripherality in particular 

‒ To study how the transformation stems from the militarization 

of regional policy 

‒ (Working) hypothesis: developing the peripheral areas is 

becoming currently justified through various ‘logics’ or 

‘imaginaries’ related to militarization, such as demands for 

preparedness and security of supply. 

‒ Work in progress! (we are currently analyzing the empirical 

material)
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Key concepts & research questions

‒ Militarization

- Dominance of security and preparedness -related arguments in society in general. 

- Civic militarization (Kuus 2008)

‒ Counter-peripheralization. 

- Peripheralization as a process

- Counter as introducing a novel ‘framings’: to production of space

‒ Interest in how ‘military vocabulary’ becomes adopted in spatial policy that has earlier 

leaned on other rationalities, such as cohesion policy or neoliberal idea(l) of 

competitiveness. 

‒ RQ1. How is the (northern) periphery becoming counter-peripheralized?  

‒ RQ2. What kind of new regional planning and policy paradigm is being constituted due to 

‘militarization’ of society and resulting emphasis on preparedness? 
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Research framework

‒ Two particularly relevant 

contexts under which the 

transformation of northern 

periphery becomes 

studied: 

connections and resources
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Research material and methods

‒ 14 semi-structured interviews with regional and national level planners and 

developers, most of whom physically located in Northern Finland. First round 

between April and September 2023 (4 interviews), and second in March and 

April 2024 (10 interviews) 

‒ 100 survey responses collected in April 2024 by using Webropol survey 

design software. The survey data was collected from the policymakers and 

actors involved in regional planning and development at local, regional and 

national scales

‒ Policy documents including the program for northern Finland and related 

relevant strategic documents focusing on regional policy and regional 

development

‒ Analysis by using theory-guided content analysis (interviews, policy 

documents) and SPSS/Webropol software (survey)
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Preliminary findings 1

- National security and security of supply were regarded as the most important reasons 

why northern Finland should be developed 

- Initiatives earlier justified by green transition now become ‘reframed’ by militarization 

(energy production and its decentralization as a security issue).

- Interplay of green transition and security of energy supply?
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Preliminary findings 2

- Despite the difficult geopolitical situation, the regional developers 

underlined possibilities more than threats 

- Current situation as a long-sought opportunity to have (central 

authorities’) ‘gaze’ on peripheries

- Geopolitical situation and concomitant militarization as a possibility to gain 

importance in national and international development policy agendas 

- NATO more as an opportunity than a manifestation of military threat.

- Degree of ambivalence existed and critical views were also expressed

- Excessive militarization has negative consequences as well: in the long run, 

militarization may simply undermine faith in positive future scenarios

- Not all initiatives should/cannot be justified with preparedness/security (of supply) 
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Concluding thoughts

‒ Peripherality is transforming, we are witnessing a development that can 

be conceptualized as counter-peripheralization. 

‒ This has two aspects: 

First, the greater emphasis on the importance of resources - largely related to preparedness 

and self-sufficiency but also to green transition - decreases negative connotations related to 

resource peripheries earlier

Second, periphery is becoming less peripheral due to emphasis on both civil and military 

related east-west connections across the nation states in the North.

‒ Many processes focal for regional development in the northernmost 

Europe may not be actually changed, they have become justified in new 

ways, embracing the vocabulary of militarization. This has contributed to 

more general militarization of regional policy and development.
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Thank you
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